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..Since you were faithful in
small matters,
I will give
you great
responsibilities.
Come,
share your
master’s joy.
Matthew 25: 23
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Let every action of mine be something
beautiful for God.
~ Blessed Mother Teresa
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All Masses at Good Shepherd Church requires
pre-registration, except for the Saturday 9AM weekday Mass.
See info. on how to register

Monday - Friday 9AM
Friday 10:30AM
Saturday 9AM
First Friday 6:30PM followed by Adoration
and Benediction
Saturday 5PM
Sunday 9AM, 11AM, 12:30PM and 7PM

PLEASE arrive at least 10 minutes before
Mass starts out of courtesy for those on the waitlist.
Church doors close promptly when Mass starts.

(effective Nov 6, 2020)
Open 9AM - 9PM daily
see more details on opposite page

Wednesday 6:30pm - 7:30pm
Saturday 10:00am - 11:00am

:
Sunday 9AM and 10:30AM
no pre-registration
sign-in at Mass

Register for Mass at Good Shepherd
Church by going to starofthesea.ca
for our easy online registration form. If you
have no access to the internet, call or stop by
the Parish Office Monday-Friday, 8:30AM NOON
You do not need to register each week
for Mass. Once you’ve registered online for
your preferred Mass time, you will be put on
the roster for that Mass. You then wait for
your turn to come up on the roster. You will
be notified by email on Friday if it is your
turn.
If you decide to drop in for Mass, you can
go on the waitlist by writing your full name
and contact number on a pre-numbered
“Walk-In List”. Then standby and wait to see
if there are any no-shows. The volunteer in
attendance will permit your entry if space
permits, making up the 50-person max.
If you cannot attend Mass on the day
you are scheduled, please send your
regrets by email to the parish office asap, so
that someone else has the opportunity to
attend Mass. No-shows will be deleted from
future Mass lists.
Do I have to wear a mask?
YES. As of November 13th,
the directives from the
Archbishop’s office are that
“it is now the expectation
that people will wear a nonmedical mask in public
spaces.” Therefore, ALL
parishioners are urged to wear
masks during Holy Mass, except for
the reception of Holy Communion.
Exceptions are made, of course, for those
who cannot wear a mask because of a
disability or medical condition.
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Pastor’s Corner
Dear Parishioners,

CHAPEL

COVID-19 PROTOCOLS
Chapel OPEN hours
9:00AM to 9:00PM - 7 days a week
Maximum Capacity
A maximum of 3 people are allowed in the chapel at
any one time. So that anyone who wants to has an
opportunity to visit with Jesus, a limit of ONE HOUR
is recommended.
Chapel Entrance
Please ENTER and EXIT by the outside chapel door
located at the east side of the church ONLY. Ring
the doorbell for entry.
Covid Safety Measures

SANITIZE hands upon entry.

MASK / Face-covering must be worn.

Observe SOCIAL DISTANCING.

DISINFECT all areas you’ve come in contact
with before you leave.
Washroom Closed
Due to covid-19, washrooms are unavailable.
Sign in for Contact Tracing
ALL visitors are required to sign-in. Drop-in adorers
are asked to legibly print name, contact number
and record TIME IN.
Prayer Books and other Reading Materials
Please bring your own resources. There are no
shared materials in the chapel at this time. Please
be sure to take all your possessions with you when
you leave. Anything left behind will need to be
disposed of.

We are looking ahead to our schedule of Masses
for Christmas and giving people ample time to
make their plans accordingly. The situation we
may encounter is that some people don’t attend
except at Christmas, and may show up with the
expectation of finding a place in the church without
realizing they needed to register in advance. If you
could spread the word to your circle of family,
friends, and neighbors, that things are really
different these days, not to our making or liking,
and that we are compelled to follow the Board of
Health regulations when it comes to attending
Mass with the allowance of a maximum of 50
people. It grieves me to think that we may have to
turn people away, especially on such a sacred feast.
We have scheduled 11 Christmas Masses, 6 on
Christmas Eve and 5 on Christmas Day, and these
Mass times will be posted on our website for your
online sign-up this week. We ask that you only sign
up for 1 mass over Christmas Eve and Christmas
Day and commit to attending the Mass time the
office schedules you for, because not everyone will
get their preferred Mass time.
I’m taking the added precaution of wearing a
mask while distributing Holy Communion. May I
also strongly recommend that everyone receive on
the hand, since the risk to us priests is extremely
high when someone expects us to place the host in
their mouth with the danger of touching their
tongue or lips when doing so. Those who like to
receive by mouth might reflect that charity would
demand they safeguard the priest from any
possibility of contagion, and during this pandemic
be sensible enough to adjust their preference and
receive in the hand. If someone insists on receiving
on the tongue, you must come at the very end of
the line, ensuring the priest can sanitize his fingers
accordingly. Please remember that piety does not
take precedence over charity.
Have a safe week,
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Proverbs 31:10–13,
19–20, 30–31
Psalm 128:1–5
1 Thessalonians 5:1–6
Matthew 25:14–30

“The Deeper Meaning of the Parable of the Talents” ~
Fr. Robert Schoenstene, Old Testament professor
www.catholicworldreport.com
The parable today is the one concerning the rich
man who gives talents to three of his servants and
then sets out on a journey. Upon his return, he
assesses the situation and discovers that the
servant to whom he had given five talents had
invested them fruitfully and that the servant to
whom he had given three
talents had done the same.
But he finds, to his chagrin,
that the slave to whom he
had entrusted one talent
had simply buried the
wealth and had garnered
neither gain nor interest.
Angered, he orders that the
one talent be taken from the
timid servant and given to
the servant who had
invested most boldly.
And then comes the
devastating moral lesson: “For to everyone who has,
more will be given and he will grow rich; but from
the one who has not, even what he has will be taken
away.” (Mt. 25:29)
The standard reading of this story is that the
talents symbolize gifts and abilities that God has
given to us and that he expects us to “spend”
generously or “invest” wisely. This interpretation is
supported by the fairly accidental relationship that
obtains between “talent” in the ancient Biblical
sense of the term and “talent” in ordinary English
today. However, a “talent” in ancient times was a
measure of something particularly weighty, usually
silver or gold. A single talent might represent as
much as 50 pounds of precious metal and, as such,
was not something that one carried around in one’s
pocket. What the contemporary reader will likely
miss, and what the ancient Jewish reader would

have caught immediately, is the connection to
heaviness: a talent was weighty, and five talents
was massively heavy. This heaviness would have
brought to mind the heaviest weight of all, which
was the kabod of Yahweh. That term was rendered
in Greek as doxa and in Latin as gloria, both of
which carry the connotation of luminosity, but the
basic sense of the Hebrew word is
heaviness, gravitas.
And this kabod Yahweh was to be found in the
Jerusalem Temple, resting upon the mercy seat
within the Holy of Holies. Therefore, what was
heaviest (most glorious) of all was the mercy of
God, which abided in infinite, inexhaustible
abundance in the Holy Temple.
In light of these
clarifications, we can
read Jesus’ parable with
fresh eyes. The talents
given to the three
servants are not so
much monetary gifts or
personal
capacities;
they are a share in the
mercy of God, a
participation in the
weightiness of the
divine love. But since
mercy
is
always
directed to the other, these “talents” are
designed to be shared. In point of fact, they will
increase precisely in the measure that they are
given away.
The problem with the timid servant who
buried his talent is not that he was an ineffective
venture capitalist but that he fundamentally
misunderstood the nature of what he had been
given. The divine mercy—received as a pure
gift—is meant to be given to others as a pure
gift. And this is why the master’s seemingly harsh
words should not be read as the punishment of an
angry God, but that divine mercy will grow in
you only inasmuch as you give it to others.
When we try to cling to it as a possession (buried
in the ground), it disappears.

33nd Sunday in Ordinary Time ~ November 15, 2020

Prayer Requests
Please Pray for:
Yolanda Salazar, Ang Djiet Nio,
Jose Gagute, Evdokia Slijouk,
Maria Becker, Magdalena Coombs,
David Hume, Al & Margaret Whyte,

to those whose
recently Baptized:
Juniper Rae Bocale
Celeste Marie Carmel Myers
Valentina Alessandra Busto

Dale Yahn, Christine Morrison,
Clemente Miranda Guajardo,
Anna Schott, Alice Anderson,

What is authentic
masculinity?

Odette Slezas, Madeline Daigneau,
Sebastian Janota, Robyn Savage,
Dan Hoffman, Manal Ibrahim,
Lynn Carruth, Janet Rushinko,
Victor Espinoza, Rey Alvarado,
Orlando Alvarado Jr.,
Dolores Alvarado,
Helen McLellan, Edna Reti,
Morley Underwood,
Bruna Sbrunchella, Nicole McKaig,
Kim McClelland, Helen Ferrier,
Nikolas Fleming, Norm Menzies,
Jan Sahota, Trish & Les Jones,
Toni P., Michael Scott Lucarz,
Rolf May and Max Bissegger.
Please pray for the
Repose of the Souls of:
Surendra (Sandra) Naida
James McNamee

Begin a small group journey by
preparing for total

consecration to Jesus
through Mary. Follow Fr.

Michael Gaitley's best-selling
book preparing you for Marian
Consecration with four giants of
Marian spirituality:
St. Louis de Montfort
St. Maximilian Kolbe
Blessed Teresa of Calcutta
Blessed John Paul II.
If you've been thinking about
entrusting yourself to Mary for
the first time or if you're simply
looking to deepen and renew
your devotion to her, 33 Days to
Morning Glory is the right book
to read and the perfect retreat to
make!
Mondays at 7PM

Catharina Noble
Danuta (Danka) Lakomy

Please contact the office for the
zoom login information.

Into the Breach is a call to
battle for Catholic men to
embrace
wholeheartedly
masculine virtues in a world
in crisis.
Inspired by the
Apostolic
Exhortation
for
Catholic men written by Bishop
Olmsted of Phoenix, the Knights
of Columbus produced a video
series which seeks to answer
the question of what it means to
be a man and how to live as a
man in today's world.
AN INVITATION TO ALL MEN in
our parish - join us
Wednesday evenings at 7PM
starting November 18 from
the comfort of your home.
Each video is intended to help
facilitate
reflection
and
discussion on the themes of the
episodes. A study guide will be
provided to you FREE OF
CHARGE.
Sign
up
by
emailing:
sospgmdirector@gmail.com
with you name and telephone
number. We look forward to
having you participate!
Knights of Columbus Star of The Sea
Council #7015
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Into the Deep: DeMythifying Palliative Care

SOS Vocation Team
invites all Youth and
Young Adults to a
special evening of
Mass and Adoration
Friday, Nov. 27
6:30pm - 8pm
Good Shepherd Church
This month's Mass will be
followed by a short talk from
Ashley Chapman, a former
Protestant who had a Catholic
conversion
experience
and
spent time exploring the
religious life. Then we'll close
the evening with Adoration.
This will be our final youth and
young adult Mass and Adoration
for the year. Please RSVP to
vocation@starofthesea.ca
We hope to see you there!

Domestic Abuse Services
OLGCS relies on the help and
generosity of volunteers and
donors to be able to provide safe
shelter at Eva's House for
survivors of domestic abuse.
Please consider continuing your
support through this difficult
year by our Christmas

Legacy Giving catalogue
Nov 1- Dec16.
domesticabuseservices.ca/shop/
Give something life-changing to a
family this Christmas.

Covid can’t stop Christmas! And
this year, the Daughters of St
Paul choir’s Christmas Concert
is finally making it to Canada…
virtually!
The Daughters of St Paul are an
international congregation of
religious sisters who evangelize
through the media. The sisters
of the USA & Canada have long
wished to bring their Christmas
Concert
tour
north,
but
international
rights
and
customs made it impossible.
But this year has offered the
sisters the unique opportunity
to launch their first ever virtual
concert:

Home for Christmas
with choir members joining in
from their homes to sing to you
in yours! So join us, the
Daughters of St Paul Choir, for
our first concert for Canada!
December 3rd at 8pm EST
(5pm PST)
Visit http://www.pauline.org/
virtualconcert

This is a free Youtube livestreamed event where you can
expect to meet our choir
members, listen to some
concert favourites, learn some
dance moves, hear some
inspirational stories, and have
the opportunity to support our
mission of evangelization.

Palliative care helps people with
serious illness to live as well as
they can for as long as they can.
But most people feel that
palliative care is only something
that is offered once there is
“nothing more to be done” for
their disease and means that
death is close at hand. This
presentation will provide
knowledge of what palliative care
is, its benefits, and how it can be
accessed. Using our polling tool,
we will assess your
understanding of palliative care
and provide factual explanations
and answer questions. You never
know who you might help!
Friday, Nov. 27, 7:00-8:30pm
Register online for free at
beholdvancouver.org/events

The True Meaning of
Christmas
While it may be cliche to say, the
truth is that we can often lose
sight of the true meaning of
Christmas in the midst of all the
planning and dealing with
dysfunctional family dynamics.
This talk is geared towards reorienting our hearts to have the
sentiments of the divine heart
this Christmas towards
ourselves, our family, and any
suffering we may experience
during this holy time.
Thursday, Dec. 17
5:30pm - 7:00pm on Zoom
Webinar, followed by a smallgroup breakout session.
Register online for free at
beholdvancouver.org/events

We are grateful for all our Advertisers who help us offset the costs of printing
our bulletin. Please thank them by giving them the support of your business.

