Parish Office
2250 – 150th Street, Surrey, BC V4A 9J3
Phone: 604-531-5739
Email: parish@starofthesea.ca
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For After Hours Emergencies, please call:

604-831-1162 or 604-541-8036
Office Hours

Monday – Friday, 8:30am – 4:30pm
(Limited public access 8:30am – Noon)
Find Us Online:

starofthesea.ca
@staroftheseacatholicparishsurreybc

SOSParish
Serving our Parish:

Pastor:

Fr. Glenn Dion (ext. 223)
gdion@starofthesea.ca

Assistant
Pastors:

Fr. Francis Mallya, ALCP/OSS
(ext. 225)
fmallya@starofthesea.ca
Fr. Guy Zidago (ext. 273)
gzidago@rcav.org

Office
Mario Ylanan (ext. 276)
Administrator: mylanan@starofthesea.ca
Office Assistant: Anne-Marie D’Mello (ext. 221)
parish@starofthesea.ca
Accounting:

Lorena Grange (ext. 224)
lgrange@starofthesea.ca

Ministries/
Volunteers:

Janice Hamanishi (ext. 280)
janiceh@starofthesea.ca

PREP Coordinator: Irina Slijouk (ext. 227)
prep@starofthesea.ca
Youth &
Young Adults:
Music Director:

Tim Mok (ext. 500)
tmok@starofthesea.ca
Trudi Stammer (ext. 222)
tstammer@shaw.ca

Facilities Manager: Tom Cremer (ext. 274)
tomc@starofthesea.ca

Behold, I am
the handmaid of
the Lord;
let it be to me
according to
your word.
Luke 1: 38
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Pastor’s Corner
Dear Parishioners,
On this weekend we are inaugurating the practice of
giving Holy Communion after the 5pm Mass on Saturday
and the 9am Mass on Sunday, to those who come to the
parking lot at Good Shepherd and follow the drive-thru
line up towards the front steps and receiving the
Eucharist while remaining in their cars. Those who
intend to receive must extend their arms and open
hands towards the open windows of their car, saying
their “Amen” when the priest offers them: “The Body of
Christ.” Each recipient must consume the host
immediately, before driving away.
This is not the ideal way of distributing the Eucharist
to the faithful, but it is an emergency measure during
these times when we are not allowed to have people
inside the church for Mass. We hope that those who
receive in this way will have attended Mass in their
homes, and then use the travel time to the church as a
prayerful way of “lining up” just like we do when we’re
in the church.
*NB There is an allowance for up to 50 cars to
be in the parking lot at once, which could be
used by those watching the Mass from their
electronic devices while its going on, and then
be right there for Communion once Mass is
over. They would be gone by the time those
who were coming from home began to arrive.
Our final candle on the Advent Wreath is lit today,
with the Feast of Christmas just a few days away. The
parish office will be closed at Noon on Dec. 24th, and
closed on Dec. 25th, 26th, 27th and 28th, with a similar
schedule for the New Year’s weekend. Please look to our
parish website for information and updates.
And on behalf of the priests and staff of the parish, I
would like to extend to all a peaceful and joyous
Christmas Feast. May the person of the Christ Child be
the source of all God’s blessings for you and
your loved ones.
Have a peaceful week,

In-person Mass and other Group
gatherings are currently
suspended under Provincial
Health Order.

Christmas & New Year’s
Livestream Mass times:
Christmas Eve: 5PM
Christmas Day: 9AM
New Year’s Eve: 5PM
New Year’s Day: 9AM
Then, weekend Mass will continue to
be livestreamed as follows:
Saturday 5PM
Sunday 9AM
Join on

at SOSParish

followed by Drive-Up Communion.
YEAR-END CONTRIBUTIONS
Parish donations (Sunday Offering) must be
received by the Parish Office before the
end of business day on WEDNESDAY,
DECEMBER 30 (office is closed on Dec. 31)
in order to receive a tax receipt for 2020.
Please ensure all cheques are dated on or
before Dec. 31, 2020. This is a requirement
of Canada Revenue Agency. Your Sunday
Offering can be made by cheque or cash at
the Parish Office. For credit card donations,
go to starofthesea.ca/giving
Project Advance 2020 - Thank you to those
who have already made a pledge. Please
note that pledges need to be received by
the Parish Office before the end of
business day on MONDAY, DEC. 28 to
qualify for the 2020 parish rebate and your
2020 tax receipt. Donations to Project
Advance can be made by cheque, cash or
credit card at the Parish Office. For credit
card donations, go to www.rcav.org/giving

AFTER LIVESTREAM MASS

Reminders:
1.

2.
3.

The Archbishop’s dispensation of Sunday Mass
continues. Therefore, we are not obligated to receive
Communion. Rather, Drive-up Holy Communion is
available for those who desire to receive.
Please stay home if you are a vulnerable member of
the community or if you are sick.
Wear a face covering as per Provincial Health Order.

Before Communion:
1.

Participate in the celebration of the liturgy by viewing
our livestreamed Mass on YouTube https://
www.youtube.com/user/SOSParish

2.

Please also try to receive the Sacrament of
Reconciliation to prepare for Holy Communion.
See Regular Confession schedule and Additional
Confession schedule.

Drive Up Communion:
1.

Drive up to the front entryway at Good Shepherd
Church and remain in your car. One of our priests will
approach your car to offer you the Body of Christ. You
will be directed to enter from the north driveway and
exit from the south driveway.

2.

You must receive in your hand.

3.

Please do not park in the parking lot. You can say a
silent prayer in your car for a few moments as you
leave the premises.

Home Visit:
Those who are elderly or sick or those who cannot drive
are invited to call the Parish Office to arrange for a priest
or communion minister to bring them Holy Communion if
they so desire.

Pope Francis: ‘Return Home’
Through the Sacrament of
Confession.
Pope Francis spoke about the importance of
returning to God, the loving Father, in the
sacrament of reconciliation. “But think of this:
to return to God is to return to the embrace,
the embrace of a father… He is capable of
transforming us, he is capable of changing
the heart, but he wants to give us the first
step: to return. It is not going to God, no: it is
returning home!”

Confession Schedule
at Good Shepherd Church

Regular weekly Confession:
Wednesdays 6:30PM - 7:30PM
Saturdays 10AM - 11AM
Additional times for Confession:
Mon. Dec. 21:
Tues. Dec. 22:

6:30PM - 7:30PM
6:30PM - 7:30PM
My daughter, just as you
prepare in My presence, so
also you make your confession
before Me. The person of the
priest is, for Me, only a
screen. Never analyse
what sort of a priest it is
that I am making use of;
open your soul in
confession as you

would to Me, and I will fill it with My light. (1725)
--St. Faustina, Divine Mercy in My Soul
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2 Samuel 7:1–5, 8–11, 16
Psalm 89:2–5, 27, 29
Romans 16:25–27
Luke 1:26–38
Reflecting on the Gospel on the Fourth Sunday of Advent from the
Living Liturgy book published by Liturgical Press www.litpress.org

The heavens have been torn open; God has come
down, not with mountain quaking and fire burning,
but in the gentle descent of the Spirit who broods
over the womb of Mary of Nazareth. And as at the
first creation life was called forth, so now the first cell
of the new creation is conceived. The Shekinah, the
cloud of the presence of the Most High, overshadows
Mary (Exod 40:35), and the Son of God is at home
among us.
During Advent the Liturgy of the Word tells us that
we bump into God in strange
places: in the poor, in crowds,
and, strangest of all, in the
obscure village of Nazareth
and one of its backwater
young women.
Mary is a
powerless female in a world
ruled by males; poor, in a
highly stratified society; found
to be pregnant before she
cohabits with her husband,
and so obviously not carrying
his child to validate her
existence. That she would
have “found favour with God” is hugely surprising,
especially to Mary!
The Lukan biblical imagination has captured the
imagination of artists down through the centuries.
With their own prophetic insight, they have set the
extraordinary faith of Mary among familiar things: a
half-read book, a meal in preparation, a door opened
on children and animals at play, people passing by.
One of the more unusual depictions is that by Henry
Ossawa Tanner (1859-1937). In a Middle Easternstyle bedroom, Mary sits enfolded in the heavy
drapes of bedclothes and her own robe, her gaze
attentive. All is simplicity, not luxury, and there is no
winged angel. What Mary’s gaze is fixed on is a tall,
thin pillar of white cloud at the end of her bed.
Perhaps the artist is remembering the presence of
God, the “angel” of Exodus 14:19, described as a

cloud, that led the Israelites into their future,
would lead Mary into hers, and will lead us
through the ordinary and familiar events and
places where God is present - if we will only
recognize him and respond with our own,
“Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May
it be done to me according to your word.”
Every Advent, we are challenged to have
the attentiveness of Mary to the flutter of
Christ-life that stirs in the womb of our
complacency. So often our world seems
starved of star; and so often we watch or
participate in rituals of mourning for acts of
terrorism, natural disaster, the local tragedies
of road deaths, or other dark events. Usually in
these rituals there are candles: small pieces of
self-consuming wax and flame that say light has
more right to exist
in our world than
darkness. This is
the message, too, of
our Advent wreath
as we light the last
of its four candles.
But those candles,
like all ritual
candles, will burn
out. It is up to us,
disciples of the
Light
of
the
World, to catch
fire from Christ’s
mystery and bring something of this fire and
light into our own lives and, especially, into
the lives of those for whom Christmas may not
be a feast of joy but a time of darkness that stirs
painful memories of those with whom they can
no longer celebrate because of death,
separation, divorce, family quarrels. For the
friendless, the homeless, the abused, Christmas
may arouse bitter comparison and regrets. The
fire we catch from Christ, our readiness to be
consumed like him in the flame of loving service
of our sisters and brothers, may be as simple as
a gift, as a visit, a letter, a phone call, an
invitation to a meal, a present to the parish
“Giving Tree”. But it will mean that, together we
will truly celebrate something of a “Happy
Christmas”.
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Please pray for ...
Grant Lane, Leo Gray,
Joe Nadelko, Charles Goetken,
Cathleen & Ken Sanders,
Kennedy Brown, Ang Djiet Nio,
Jose Gagute, Evdokia Slijouk,
Maria Becker, Magdalena Coombs,
Al & Margaret Whyte,
David Hume, Dale Yahn,
Christine Morrison,
Clemente Miranda Guajardo,
Anna Schott, Alice Anderson,
Odette Slezas, Madeline Daigneau,
Sebastian Janota, Robyn Savage,
Dan Hoffman, Manal Ibrahim,
Lynn Carruth, Janet Rushinko,
Victor Espinoza, Rey Alvarado,
Orlando Alvarado Jr.,
Dolores Alvarado, Helen McLellan,
Edna Reti, Morley Underwood,
Bruna Sbrunchella, Nicole McKaig,
Kim McClelland, Helen Ferrier,
Nikolas Fleming, Norm Menzies,
Jan Sahota, Trish & Les Jones,
Toni P., Michael Scott Lucarz,
Rolf May and Max Bissegger.

Please pray for the
Repose of the Souls of:
Branislav Katalinic
Gloria Chartier

Adoration Chapel
OPEN Every Day
9AM - 9PM
“But the hour is coming, indeed
is already here, when true
adorers will adore the Father in
spirit and truth: that is the kind
of adorers the Father seeks.”
John 4:23

Jesus desires to give adorers to
His Father and His wish is that
we help Him find them. Christ
is the adorer of the Father, and
we who adore the Father with
Christ, are the adorers in spirit
and in truth. Come, let us
adore!
Hours in need of a weekly
adorer:
Monday, 12:00noon-1:00pm
Monday, 5:00pm-6:00pm
Thursday, 4:00pm-5:00pm
Thursday, 5:00pm-6:00pm
Friday, 12:00noon-1:00pm
Friday, 1:00pm-2:00pm
Hours in need of a Substitute:
Saturday, Dec. 26 6:00-7:00pm
For more information, please
contact:
Donna Sali 604 542 3070 or
Sandra Perrin 604 542 6057

CHAPEL COVID SAFETY PROTOCOLS
 MAXIMUM 3 people in the
chapel.
 SIGN IN for contact tracing.
 SANITIZE hands upon entry.
 MASK / Face-covering must be
worn.
 Observe SOCIAL DISTANCING.
 DISINFECT all areas you’ve
come in contact with before
you leave.
 Washrooms are unavailable.

December 20, 2020
GREAT BOOKS
CHANGE LIVES.

Christmas
Gift to You
We are grateful
to some
generous
parishioners
from the Men’s Group who
have once again gifted each
family in our parish with a
book this Christmas:
I Heard God Laugh
written by Matthew Kelly.
Pick up your family’s copy of
this book from Good
Shepherd Church while
supplies last.
About I HEARD GOD LAUGH:
Is Your Life Working?
Most of us are trying to put together
the jigsaw puzzle we call life without
a very important piece. Over time
this becomes incredibly frustrating.
In this extraordinary book, Matthew
Kelly powerfully demonstrates that
we cannot live the life we have
imagined, or experience the joy we
yearn for, unless we learn to tend
the soul. From there, with his classic
style of practical wisdom, he
teaches us how to remedy this
problem.
When our bodies are hungry, our
stomachs growl. When our souls are
hungry, we become irritable,
restless, confused, overwhelmed,
exhausted, anxious, discontent, and
tend to focus on the things that
matter least and neglect the things
that matter most.
Are you taking care of your soul? Are
you feeding it and nurturing it? Or
are you ignoring it and neglecting it?
The reality is, most people have
never really been taught how to tend
their souls. I Heard God Laugh will
help you to do just that, and so much
more.
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Stella Maris Concert Choir

presents:

Catholic Charities Justice
Services (CCJS) is seeking
donations of your surplus
unused Christmas Cards and
2021 Calendars (wall, desk, or
appointment calendars) for
prisoners. Please ensure
donations are of a modest theme,
suitable for prison chapels.
Please drop of donations at the
Parish Office.

“Proclaim Christmas”
A Christmas Concert

BY DONATION - in support of Knights of
Columbus Community Charities

Watch any time FREE on

SOSParish

Jesse Tree Outreach
Thank you to those who have
already generously donated by
dropping off Gift Cards
at the Parish Office.
This year, we are
collecting gift cards in
place of traditional Jesse Tree
gifts.
Gift cards can be of
any denomination and be from a
variety of grocery stores. If you
would like to donate gift cards
from Safeway, Superstore, Saveon-Foods - consider purchasing
Knights of Columbus grocery
cards available at the parish
office.
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Saturday, Jan 2nd
9:30am - 4:30pm
and
Sunday, Jan 3rd
12:30pm - 4:30pm
at Good Shepherd Church
Parking Lot (east side,
in the overflow parking)
Please remove ALL decorations,
wires and tree stand from
your Christmas tree

Knights of Columbus
Annual Charity Appeal Draw

ets
Tick 3
$
only

1st Prize: $100,000
2nd Prize: $50,000
3rd Prize: $10,000
4th Prize: $5,000
5th Prize: $2,000
6th to 15th: $1,000 each

This year, charity appeal tickets are
available exclusively online:

KofCDraw.net/C7015

Proceeds go back to assist Star of
the Sea Parish Community. Thank
you for your support and community
spirit!

Do you know anyone struggling
to have enough food to eat?
Maybe you lost your job due to
Covid-19 and are having trouble
making ends meet. The All
Were Filled Project offers free
frozen food packets of hearty
soups and/or entrées to put
over rice, pasta or potatoes.
There is no qualifying
requirement to receive the
food, and your order is kept
confidential. Every week, you
can place your order before
12Noon on Monday and pick it
up or have it delivered to you
on Friday afternoon or
Saturday. Each order has 6
different dishes (7 servings
each).
Call or email the Parish Office
in confidence 604-531-5739
parish@starofthesea.ca
We are in this together!
Help us get the word out or call
to place your order today.
No one we know should go
hungry!

St. Joseph
Sunday Missal
(Nov 29, 2020 Nov 21, 2021)
available
while supplies last
at Good Shepherd Church
$2.50 each

TO OUR ADVERTISERS
We are so grateful to have the support of our advertisers to offset
the costs of printing our bulletin.
Please thank them by giving them the support of your business,
and mention that you saw their ad in this bulletin.
Our 2021 advertising rates have changed because of reduced printing costs, please contact the
Parish Office janiceh@starofthesea.ca for advertising opportunities.

GEORGE
778.384.3986

RACHID
778.628.8697

We are grateful for all our Advertisers who help us offset the costs of printing
our bulletin. Please thank them by giving them the support of your business.

