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26th Sunday in Ordinary Time ~ September 25, 2022 
Parish Office:     
2250 – 150th Street,  Surrey, BC   V4A 9J3 
Phone:  604-531-5739 
Email:  parish@starofthesea.ca 
 
Open:   Monday – Friday: 8:30am– 4:30pm  
                (closed for lunch Noon-1pm) 
 

 
For After Hours Emergencies: 

604-831-1162 or 604-541-8036 

 

 

 

 

 

Good Shepherd Church  
2250 - 150th Street, Surrey, BC  V4A 9J3 
 
      Weekday Mass 
      Monday—Saturday 9AM 
      First Friday 6:30PM 
 
      Weekend Mass 
      Saturday 5PM 
      Sunday 9AM 11AM  7PM 
 
      Confessions 
      Wednesday  6:30PM 
      Saturday 10AM 
 
Livestream Mass     Sunday 9AM 
 

 
 
Star of the Sea Church 
 1153 Fir Street,  White Rock, BC   V4B 4A8 
 

       Sunday 10:30AM 
 
  
Star of the Sea School 
15024 24 Ave, Surrey, BC V4A 2H8  
Phone:  604-531-6316 
Email:  school@sosschool.ca 

http://www.starofthesea.ca
https://www.facebook.com/staroftheseacatholicparishsurreybc/
https://www.youtube.com/user/SOSParish
https://staroftheseaschool.ca/
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Parish Staff: 
 

Pastor: 
 
 Fr. Augustine Obiwumma 

(ext. 223) 

aobiwumma@rcav.org 

Assistant Pastor: 
 
Fr. Francis Mallya, ALCP/OSS  

(ext. 225) 

fmallya@rcav.org 
 

Assistant Pastor (Part-time):  
 
Rev. Mark Gazin, CSB  (ext. 273) 

mgazin@rcav.org  
 

Office Administrator: 
 
Mario Ylanan (ext. 276) 

mylanan@starofthesea.ca 
 

Office Assistant: 
 
Anne-Marie D’Mello  (ext. 221) 

parish@starofthesea.ca 
 

Accounting: 
 
Lorena Grange (ext. 224) 

lgrange@starofthesea.ca 
 

Ministries/Volunteers: 
 
Janice Hamanishi  (ext. 280) 

 janiceh@starofthesea.ca 
 

PREP: 
 
prep@starofthesea.ca 
 

Youth & Families: 
 
Tim Mok 

tmok@starofthesea.ca 
 

Music: 
 
Trudi Stammer (ext. 222) 

 tstammer@shaw.ca 
 

Facilities: 
 
Tom Cremer (ext. 274) 

tomc@starofthesea.ca 

Dear Friends, 
 

FAITH FORMATION THURSDAYS begin on 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 13th, 6:30pm 

at Star of the Sea School 
 
The initial questions and feedback from parishioners we’ve received about 

Faith Formation Thursdays is that it is only for parents whose children are 

in PREP on Thursday nights… or maybe only for people who are inquiring 

about ‘becoming Catholic’… or for those who just don’t know ‘enough’.  

Well, perhaps clarification is necessary about what we mean when we say 

‘Faith Formation ’: 

 

Faith formation isn’t about education.  Faith formation isn’t about learning 

as many facts as possible about the Catholic religion. No, as the term 

implies, faith formation is not about information but formation . It is 

about forming us in our loving relationship with God.  If you have someone 

in your life you love deeply—a spouse, a child, a parent, a close friend—you 

want to spend your life with that person. But a lifelong relationship will 

become stagnant unless it continues to grow deeper, unless you continue to 

learn about the continual complexity of your loved one. If you assume that 

your loved one can be simplified into a predictable pattern, you will find 

your love growing stale. It is only by being open to another that you can 

truly come to know him or her in all his or her dazzling and surprising 

uniqueness and truly love him or her. 

 

Now God is the Ultimate Beloved; Infinite in His Mystery, God’s puzzlement 

can never be exhausted. We can grow bored of our relationship with God if 

we imagine that we know everything that there is to know about God. But if 

we are truly open to all that God is, we will always be astounded at the 

overwhelming wonder that God is. One way that we grow in our 

relationship with God is by developing and celebrating our faith in study 

and ritual. Through our parish’s FAITH FORMATION THURSDAYS 

beginning on October 13th, we invite you to open yourself to learning more 

about our Creator God and His relationship with You.       

                                           Come and See.  
 
Contact the Parish Office 604-531-5739  parish@starofthesea.ca to sign-up 

for Faith Formation Thursdays, or just show up on Oct. 13th. 

The Parish Office is closed on FRIDAY,  SEPT 30  

26th Sunday in Ordinary Time - September 25, 2022 
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First Reading:  Amos 8:4–7 

Psalm:  Psalm 113:1–2, 4–6, 7–8 

Second Reading:  1 Timothy 2:1–8 

Gospel:  Luke 16:1–13 

26th Sunday in Ordinary Time  -  September 25, 2022 

Here are a few points for reflection in today’s 
readings: 

1)   Many people who go to confession think only of 
sins of commission. We confess the sins we have 
done. That is why so many more would readily 
believe that they do not need to go to confession 
because they were able to avoid doing bad. But 
being Christian, that is being a follower of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, does not consist only of 
avoiding sinful acts. Rather, it mainly consists of 
doing good and helping others. Failing to do so is  
also sinful  that is, the sin of omission.  As the 
gospels tell us, it is the sin of 
omission that can bring us 
down to eternal damnation. At 
the Last Judgment in Matthew 
25, the question is not about the 
sins we have committed. 
Instead, the question is about 
the good things we should have 
done: “for I was hungry and you 
gave me no food, I was thirsty 
and you gave me nothing to 
drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome 
me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick 
and in prison and you did not visit me.” (Matthew 25: 

42-43)  This is well illustrated in the parable of this 
Sunday, in the parable of the rich man and Lazarus.  
There was no mention about the rich man being 
unjust or dishonest, and yet he was condemned to 
hell because he did not attend to the needs of 
Lazarus at his gates. 

2)  We always hear about the “silent majority” in 
the Church. There are many dissenters and noisy 
complainers in the Church. But they are not the 
majority. The vast majority in the Church are those 
who hold on to the true faith in silence and peace, 
not at all affected by the chaos, noise and 
controversies in the world. They are the silent 
majority. But if we look deeper, their silence is most 
likely not out of simplicity and humility, but is 

rather motivated by fear and the desire to live in 
comfortable insulation. They choose to be silent 
and uninvolved because they do not want to be in 
trouble. They do not want to lose their safe and 
quiet comfort in life. These are the folks who are 
sinners of omission – the “do-nothing-folks”. 
What they do not realize is that doing nothing, 
and keeping silent in the midst of the attacks 
against the faith and the sufferings of our people, 
is more harmful to everybody! The lesson of 
history should never be forgotten. Hitler and the 
Nazis were able to push their evil plans against 
humanity because most bishops of Europe kept 
quiet. The Muslims under Mohammed were very 
successful in overrunning the ancient Christian 
civilizations in the first jihad, as well as almost 
the entire of Christian Europe in the second jihad 
because many Christians did not do anything. 

The present situation is no 
different. The evils of 
materialism, relativism, 
sexual perversions, 
immorality, abortion, illegal 
drugs and many other evils 
are spreading rapidly and 
with impunity because the 
majority of Catholics choose 
to keep quiet and remain 
uninvolved... It is often said, 
“All that is necessary for evil 

to triumph is for good men to do nothing.” The 
famous philosopher and statesman, Edmund 
Burke said, “Nothing is so fatal to religion as 
indifference.” 

3)  God created us as His children in freedom. He 
wants us to be free from any enslavement of sin 
and worldly things. That is why, in many of his 
teachings, Jesus insisted on detachment and 
renunciation: “Renounce your possessions and 
follow me.” (Matthew 19: 21)  The rich young man 
wanted to attain eternal life, but could not have it 
because he was not free – he could not renounce 
his possessions. The rich man in the Gospel  this 
Sunday could not renounce his wealth as well. 
And in his enslavement to material comfort and 
pleasure, he was blinded by them and chose to 
ignore Lazarus at his gates. He was not free. 

continued on next page... 

Reflection for the 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time, September 19, 
2022  www.catholicforlife.com 
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4)  Death is final. This is clear in the case of the 
rich man in the parable. After death, there is no 
more chance for conversion or reparation. And 
for those  who choose separation from God and 
His kingdom the choice is absolute: “Between us 
and you a great chasm is established to prevent 
anyone from crossing who might wish to go from 
our side to yours or from your side to ours.” (Luke 
16: 26) This is a very strong and scary warning to 
us!  Many of us take the present life for granted. 
But we are reminded that this life is the 
prescribed time and opportunity for preparation 
for eternal life. Remember last Sunday’s Gospel, 
the parable Jesus told of the unjust steward (Luke 
16: 1-13)  “Whoever is faithful in a very little is 
faithful also in much; and whoever is dishonest in 
a very little is dishonest also in much. If then you 
have not been faithful with the dishonest wealth, 
who will entrust to you the true riches?”  In other 
words, if we cannot be trusted with passing 
things in this life, we cannot also be trusted with 
eternal things in the life to come. Moreover, this 
life gives us all the chances and graces for 
conversion and spiritual maturity.  Let us not 
waste a single minute in this life. Let us grab 
every opportunity that comes to do good works 
and grow in holiness! 

5)  “If they will not listen to Moses and the 
prophets, neither will they be persuaded if someone 
should rise from the dead.” (v 31) This highlights 
the great value of the legitimate teachers in the 
Church. God appointed official teachers of the 
faith: Moses, the prophets, the apostles and their 
successors, namely, the bishops united with the 
Pope. This is called the Ordinary Magisterium of 
the Church, the Teaching Authority of the Church. 
Many of us are still looking for heavenly signs and 
concrete proofs in order to believe. That is why 
many people are fooled and misled by false 
prophets who can perform healings and other 
signs. These signs are not what really matter in 
our spiritual life. What truly matter are the 
authentic teachings of Jesus being proclaimed by 
the Church Magisterium. Disregarding these 
teachings will surely lead us astray, putting us in 
real and grave danger of losing our eternal 
destiny.  

...continued from previous page 

Read “WHAT THE HELL” article by Bishop Barron Oct 2, 2009 
www.wordonfire.org 
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Interested in Becoming Catholic? 
 
We believe that God calls individuals to live the Good 
News Jesus proclaimed and to become his disciples as 
members of the Catholic Church. If you want to 
become Catholic, you will participate in a process called 
the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA). In RCIA, 
you will learn about the teachings of Jesus as the 
Catholic Church has handed them on and put these 
teachings into practice by living as part of the Catholic 
community, serving others and praying.  
 

What does RCIA entail? 
 
If you have NOT been baptized, the Christian initiation 
process prepares you to become a Catholic Christian by 
celebrating the sacraments of Christian initiation: 
Baptism, Confirmation and Holy Communion.   
 
If you have been baptized in another Christian 
tradition, the initiation process prepares you to enter 
into full communion with the Catholic Church by 
celebrating the sacraments of Confirmation and Holy 
Communion.   
 

I’m a baptized Catholic, is RCIA for me?  If you 

have been baptized as an infant, but have not received 
further formal instruction in the Catholic Faith nor the 
sacraments of Confirmation or the Eucharist, RCIA is 
indeed for you.   If you are a fully initiated Catholic who 
wishes to deepen your faith, contact to Janice at the 
Parish Office janiceh@starofthesea.ca about the 
possibility of participating. 
 

How long does it take to become  a Catholic? 
Becoming Catholic is a life-long commitment. However, 
the Christian initiation process typically lasts for several 
months or longer in order to prepare to take this 
step.   Participants in the initiation process generally 
meet at least once a week, including part of the Mass 
on Sunday.   The initiation of individuals who are ready 
to make the commitment to become new members of 
the Catholic Church usually takes place at Easter (easter 
this year is April 17, 2022)  
 
More questions?  Contact the Parish Office 
604-531-5739 or email Janice directly at 
janiceh@starofthesea.ca 

https://www.wordonfire.org/articles/barron/what-the-hell/?queryID=999b0ed1d161c962e94c83ccc840ed0d
mailto:janiceh@starofthesea.ca
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Please pray for ... 

Loren Houldson Lorie Moran, 

Kathryn Waldie, 

Rory & Kelly Usselman  

         & baby David Wayne, 

Rosa Maria Stoeber, 

Byrne Turner, Trudy Bishop, 

Cienna Judite Fernandez, 

Dulcie McPherson-Davies,  

Dolores Alvarado, 

Orlando Alvarado Jr., 

Patricia Inglin, Isaura Ponte, 

Andrew Zwierzchlewski, 

Lorne McLean,  Gail Lecuyer, 

Murray Carpenter, Vanessa York, 

Beverly Kilpatrick, 

Patricia Dobbyn, Stella Mumford, 

Gerri Straus Moser,  

Julia Nadon, Michael Lucarz, 

Ang Djiet Nio, Evdokia Slijouk, 

Magdalena Coombs, Joe Nadelko, 

Anna Schott, Helen Ferrier. 

 

Please pray for the 

Repose of the 

Soul  of: 

            Elvira Mollo 

St. Thérèse 
Widows Group 

 
Next gathering: is  

Monday, September 26th 
in the Fireside Room at 
Good Shepherd Church. 

 
For more info. contact 
coordinators: Marlene 
Johnston -604 538 5899 
Mimi Bower-604 535 6288 

Greeters please: 
          Saturday 5PM and  
          Sunday 7PM   Masses 
 
Call:  Jane 604-531-6724 
          Lauraine 604-897-9149 
          Bernie 604-535-7176 

is on Saturday, October 1st 

10AM at Good Shepherd Church 
 

This class is mandatory  for 
parents and highly recommended 

for the Godparents.   
 

Light refreshments served. 
 

Please contact the parish office to 
register 604-531-5739   
parish@starofthesea.ca  

Baptism Preparation Class 

for parents wanting 

Baptism for their child(ren) 

First Friday Devotion 
to the Sacred Heart of 

Jesus 
 

First Friday 
of each month  

 
9AM Holy Mass followed by 

Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament and Benediction 

 

6:30PM Holy Mass 
 

October 7 (also School Mass), 
November 4 (also School Mass) 

and December 2 

26th Sunday in Ordinary Time  -  September 25, 2022 

Stella Maris Concert Choir is 
on their final path of their 
musical journey and will be 
holding two concerts.  The first 
one will be on Sunday Oct 16th, 
3pm at Good Shepherd Church.  
The concert is entitled “In 
Thanksgiving”. 
 
Their last concert will be a 
Christmas concert held on 
Sunday, Dec 18th, 3pm at 
Good Shepherd Church. 
 
Save these dates and come and 
hear the beautiful sounds of 
these voices and instruments. 

mailto:parish@starofthesea.ca


Next Flea Market  
is on Saturday, 
October 1st, 

                       8AM — 1PM  
at Star of the Sea Hall 

5262 Pacific Ave, WRock 
Contact Brian for more info  
about the Flea Market 
 604-347-5961 
fleamarket@starofthesea.ca 

St. Matthew’s Prayer Group 
invites all to participate in the 

2022 Life in the Spirit 
Seminar, an opportunity to 

experience the fire of the Spirit, a 
personal encounter that can 
change your life.  

7-week seminar beginning 
Monday, Oct 17th 

St. Matthew’s Parish Hall, 16079 
88 Ave, Surrey  

7:30PM — 9PM 
Each session will have a speaker 
to inspire us including:  Father 
Tran, Father Salvino, Deacon 
Steve, Father Augustine, Father 
Giovanni, Father John Tristchler, 
and Deacon Dileep Athilde.  

REGISTRATION IS FREE. Please  
contact 
SMPGPrayerline@hotmail.com  
Linda 604-372-2955 
Germana 604-583-1488  

Ladies, You are invited to our 

MAGNIFICAT Ministry Prayer 
Luncheon, on: 

Saturday, Oct 8th 
11:30AM— 2PM 

at St John Paul II Pastoral Centre, 
4885 Saint John Paul II Way. 

Doors open at 11AM. 
 
Speaker is Mildred Moy, Founder 
and President of Catholic Street 
Missionaries Society (CSM).   
Mildred’s passion is to share God’s 
unconditional love and mercy to 
the broken-hearted, addicted, 
prostituted and those suffering 
from mental-illness   Prayer teams 
will be available at the end of the 
event for those interested. 
Cost is $30. 
Contact Magnificat to Register at 
778-868-4226 or send an email to 
magnificatvancouver@gmail.com     

26th Sunday in Ordinary Time  -  September 25, 2022 

Knights of  

Columbus  
 

Shopping Cards  

from Superstore,  

Safeway, Save-On, 

Thrifty Foods in $50 & $100 

denominations are available  

for sale after the 5PM, 9AM, 

11AM and 7PM Masses at Good 

Shepherd Church on weekend 

of Oct 1st & 2nd (or any time 

from the parish office).  Cash or 

cheques accepted.                             

 
If you are interested in the fitness 
class to restart, please provide 
your name and contact number 
to the parish office 604-531-5739.   
 
Or for more information, call 
Theresa at 604-531-2049.  
Everyone is welcome! 

Re-start Seniors Fitness 
Class? 

L I F E   
C H A I N  

Annual Day of Public Witness for 
Children Killed by Abortion  
 

Sunday, October 2, 2pm-3pm 
 

Life Chain is held simultaneously 
in more than 250 locations 
across Canada each year.  Join 
Life Chain Surrey at:    

King George Blvd 
from 96 Ave to 104 Ave 

 
Find out more at: 
www.campaignlifecoalition.com/life-
chain 

        Canada Needs Our Lady 
                     Public Square 
                     Rosary Rally 
 
     When:  Saturday, Oct 15th 
                   at 12:00Noon 
                   RAIN OR SHINE 

 
      Where:  Bakerview Park 
                    1845 - 154th Street 
                    South Surrey 
                  (bring your own chair) 
 
For more info, please contact 
Donna Sali  604 542 3070  
www.CanadaNeedsOurLady.org 

mailto:fleamarket@starofthesea.ca
mailto:SMPGPrayerline@hotmail.com
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Adoration Chapel OPEN 
Every Day,  9AM-9PM 

 
“You are my God.  My happiness lies in 

you alone.”  Psalm 16 
 

26th Sunday in Ordinary Time  -  September 25, 2022 

Will you answer Jesus’ call to 
spend one hour with Him each 
week in the Adoration Chapel?  
The following hours await your 
response: 
 
Hours needing a weekly 
adorer: 
Sunday, 2:00pm-3:00pm 
Sunday, 3:00pm-4:00pm 
Monday, 9:00am-10:00am 
Monday, 4:00pm-5:00pm 
Monday, 5:00pm-6:00pm 
Tuesday, 6:00pm-7:00pm 
Saturday, 1:00pm-2:00pm 
Saturday, 2:00pm-3:00pm 
 
Hours in need of a Substitute: 
Sun., Oct. 16 – 1:00-2:00pm 
Sun., Oct. 16 – 2:00-3:00pm 
Mon., Oct. 2, 9, 16 – 9:00-
10:00am 
Sat., Oct. 15 – 1:00-2:00pm 
Sat., Oct. 1, 8 – 2:00-3:00pm 
 
For more information or to 
schedule any Holy Hour of 
adoration please call: 
Donna Sali  604 542 3070  

King's Banquet 
Tuesday Community Dinners 
 
We welcomes any donations of 
rhubarb, peaches, apples 
and prune plums 
for their desserts 
this fall.  Please 
drop off on 
TUESDAYS 2-3:30pm at Star of 
the Sea Hall located at 15262 
Pacific Ave, White Rock 
from 2 - 3:30 pm. 
 
We are also in need of an 

electric frying pan  

 

NEXT BOOK CHAT 

OCTOBER 6th 
7pm-8pm 

at Good Shepherd Church 
Meeting Room 

 
Book recommendations, updates 
about new books, as well as our 
feature topic for the month. 
 

You are invited to share your 
recommendations for: 

 Books that have impacted 
your faith.  

 Books that have helped you 
better understand the Bible 
and the Church. 

 Books that help you live a 
Catholic life. 

 Books that help you 
evangelize. 

 We want to hear about your 
Christian reading interests to 
help guide us in new book 
purchases.  

 Come to share, or just come to 
listen and meet others who love 
to deepen their faith through 
reading.  

Please register at 
library@starofthesea.ca or by 
calling the Parish office at            
604-531-5739 

Everyone is welcome! Feel free to 
bring a friend who you would like 
to introduce to the Church. 

Don’t neglect your spiritual 
reading. Reading has made 
many saints.  ~  St. Josemarí a Escriva   

Hosted by your 

Parish Library 

      Rosary Walk—Thursday, Oct 6, 10am 
 
       Join Gardens of Gethsemani staff and community for  Rosary 
Walk through Gardens as we meditate on the mysteries of the life 
of Jesus, and pray for our loved ones and all those buried at 
Gardens.   The rosary walk takes place on the first Thursday of 
every month at 10 am.  Meet in front of the Holy Angel’s Buildings  
and we will end back at Holy Angel’s for some light refreshments. 
There is plenty of parking in that area.  Inquiries, please contact 
Anna Loch at aloch@rccav.org   or 604 531 2141 ext. 32 

for our community dinners.  Do 
you have one you’re not using, 
in good working condition 
that you can donate? 
 
LOVE TO BAKE? 

Home bakers needed for  
on the 3rd Tuesday of each 
month.  Find out how you can 
help by contacting Carolyn 
email:cawharton@shaw.ca 
phone 778-277-2533 

mailto:library@starofthesea.ca
mailto:aloch@rcav.org
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Time and again, as I go about the 

work of evangelization, I encounter 

from both believers and non-

believers, a fierce objection to the 

doctrine of Hell. In its most radical 

form, it runs something like this: 

how could a God who is described 

as infinitely good create, sustain, 

and send people to a place of 

everlasting torment? Many people 

have directed my attention to a 

video done some years ago by the 

comedian George Carlin, a former 

Catholic. In front of a deeply 

sympathetic audience, Carlin 

exposes what he takes to be the silly 

inconsistency of Catholic belief: “for 

one mortal sin (usually having to do 

with sex), God will condemn you to 

a place where you will suffer forever 

in unbearable pain…but yet,” the 

comedian goes on in a mocking 

voice, “He looooves you!” Judging 

from their hysterical reaction, the 

audience can’t get enough of this. 

One wonders whether Carlin 

doesn’t have a point. Perhaps we 

ought simply to jettison this 

horrifying and apparently illogical 

doctrine, this superstitious holdover 

from a primitive time. 

Well, I would suggest, not so fast! It 

might be wise to note first that Hell 

is hardly an ecclesiastical invention 

of the middle ages. In point of fact, 

Article by Bishop Barron Oct 2, 2009  
www.wordonfire.org 

continued on next page... 

OCT 21 

& 22,  

2022 

This year’s Upper Room theme is: SEE  GOD MOVE  
 

Friday, Oct 21 
6PM-9:30PM 
and 
Saturday, Oct 22 
9AM-9:30PM 

Sheraton Vancouver 
Wall Centre, 
Downtown 
Vancouver 

Why did the Archdiocese choose this as the 
theme for this year’s Proclaim conference?  

 

Too often, we are self-reliant. We think that we are 
alone in evangelization. But the truth is, God is 
moving and has always been moving all throughout 
salvation history. We just need the right disposition 
to see it. 
 
At this year’s Upper Room, we will: 

• Recognize our own part in salvation history 

• See how God has been moving in our lives 

• Recognize places where God wants to move 
more 

 
Ultimately, we will realize that we are never alone in 
our evangelization efforts. God always moves first. 
His grace always precedes any action we take. 
 
If YOU ARE WILLING to respond, imagine the great 
things He can do. Come see God move! 
 

Register now at upperroom.rcav.org  

26th Sunday in Ordinary Time - September 25, 2022 
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divine choice, that locks us 

away from God. Lewis offered 

another extremely helpful 

point of clarification when he 

said that the love of God 

lights up the fires of Hell. He 

meant that the suffering of 

Hell is caused by the very 

same power that produces 

the delight of Heaven, 

namely, the love that God 

simply is. 

The difference between 

Heaven and Hell is a function 

of our freedom: in the first 

case, it opens itself to God, 

and in the second case, it 

turns away from God.  

A homey image might help: 

There are two people at the 

same party. One is caught up 

in the joy, rhythm, music, and 

laughter of the gathering, and 

he’s having the time of his 

life; the other, sunk in moody 

self-regard, resenting the joy 

of those around him, sulks in 

irritation, tortured by the very 

exuberance of the party 

itself.  

Therefore, if there are any 

people in Hell (and the 

church has never obliged us 

to believe that any human is 

in that state), they are there, 

not because God capriciously 

“sent” them, but because 

they absolutely insist on not 

joining in the party. 
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with mind and will and thereby 

invited them to respond to his 

love, not simply by the 

goodness of their being but by 

the integrity of their freedom. 

He wanted them to have the 

opportunity to participate 

personally in the love that he is. 

But this freedom carried with it, 

necessarily, a shadow, namely, 

the possibility of abuse. We who 

have been made in God’s image, 

can decide not to live in accord 

with that image; we who have 

been invited to answer God’s 

love with our love can answer it 

instead with resistance. To 

stand athwart the divine love, to 

run counter to the image of God 

within us, to turn away from the 

sun that shines on us whether 

we like it or not, is to suffer. It is 

like a furnace; it is a kind of 

torture; it is to be in a place of 

tears and the gnashing of teeth. 

I’m purposely using imagery for 

Hell here, because the definitive 

state of this resistance to God, 

the final ‘No’ to God from the 

depths of one’s being, is 

precisely what the church 

means by ‘Hell’. And perhaps 

now we can begin to see why 

this doctrine HAS NOT A THING 

to do with God “sending” 

anyone to a terrible place or 

“condemning” anyone to an 

eternal prison. 

 As C.S. Lewis put it, “the door 

to Hell is always locked from 

the inside,” for it is always our 

perverse freedom, and not the 

“Gehenna” and the “everlasting 

fire” are mentioned frequently by 

Jesus himself, and the existence of 

Hell is confirmed by our greatest 

theologians and spiritual teachers 

from ancient times to the present 

day. And one can find a pithy 

defense of the doctrine in the 

Catechism of the Catholic Church 

from 1992. The belief is so 

persistent, I would argue, because 

it is a corollary of two other 

essential beliefs, namely, that God 

is love and that we are free. Let 

me say a word about each of 

these. For Catholic theology, love 

is not something that God does or 

one attribute among many that 

God happens to have. Rather, 

love is what God is. To will the 

good of the other as other is the 

very nature, substance, and 

essence of God. Accordingly, God 

doesn’t love some and hate 

others; he doesn’t fall in and out 

of emotional states, sometimes 

loving and sometimes hating. To 

use Jesus’ own metaphor, he is like 

the sun that shines on the good 

and the bad alike. God doesn’t 

love us because we’ve been 

morally upright; rather, whatever 

moral goodness we have is the 

result of God having loved us. This 

is the principle, basic to all Biblical 

thought, of the primacy of grace.  

Now rocks, trees, planets, animals, 

and stars respond to the divine 

love just by being what they are. 

But God made human beings in 

his own image and likeness, 

which is to say, he endowed them 
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