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First Sunday of Advent ~ November 27, 2022 

                    This is the Christ  

         who presents himself every day,  

 seeking entry into our hearts and minds. 

Parish Office:     
2250 – 150th Street,  Surrey, BC   V4A 9J3 
Phone:  604-531-5739 
Email:  parish@starofthesea.ca 
 
Open:   Monday – Friday: 8:30am– 4:30pm  
                (closed for lunch Noon-1pm) 
 
For After Hours Emergencies: 

604-831-1162 or 604-541-8036 

 

 

 

 

Good Shepherd Church  
2250 - 150th Street, Surrey, BC  V4A 9J3 
 
  Weekday Mass 
  Monday—Saturday 9AM 
  First Friday 6:30PM 
 
  Weekend Mass 
  Saturday 5PM 
  Sunday 9AM 11AM  7PM 
 
  Confessions 
  Wednesday  6:30PM 
  Saturday 10AM 
 
Livestream Mass     Sunday 9AM 
 

 
Star of the Sea Church 
 1153 Fir Street,  White Rock, BC   V4B 4A8 
 

 Weekday Mass 
 Thursdays 8:00AM  
 Saturday 8:00AM and Confessions after Mass 
 
  Weekend Mass 
  Saturday 4PM and Confessions after Mass 
  Sunday 10:30AM 
 

Star of the Sea School 
15024 24 Ave, Surrey, BC V4A 2H8  
Phone:  604-531-6316 
Email:  school@sosschool.ca 

In this present-day Adventus, 

he appears through the sacraments of the 

Church, through good preaching, through the 

witness of the saints, through the Eucharist 

especially, and through the poor who cry out 

to be cared for.    Bishop Barron 

http://www.starofthesea.ca
https://www.facebook.com/staroftheseacatholicparishsurreybc/
https://www.youtube.com/user/SOSParish
https://staroftheseaschool.ca/
mailto:parish@starofthesea.ca
mailto:school@sosschool.ca
https://www.wordonfire.org/articles/barron/three-comings-of-christ-prepare-us-for-advent/?queryID=25947a442e739db7491223dfdc9da06a


Parish Staff: 
 

Pastor: 
 
 Fr. Augustine Obiwumma 

(ext. 223) 

aobiwumma@rcav.org 

Assistant Pastor: 
 
Fr. Francis Mallya, ALCP/OSS  

(ext. 225) 

fmallya@rcav.org 
 

Assistant Pastor (Part-time):  
 
Rev. Mark Gazin, CSB  (ext. 273) 

mgazin@rcav.org  
 

Office Administrator: 
 
Mario Ylanan (ext. 276) 

mylanan@starofthesea.ca 
 

Office Assistant: 
 
Anne-Marie D’Mello  (ext. 221) 

parish@starofthesea.ca 
 

Accounting: 
 
Lorena Grange (ext. 224) 

lgrange@starofthesea.ca 
 

Ministries/Volunteers: 
 
Janice Hamanishi  (ext. 280) 

 janiceh@starofthesea.ca 
 

PREP: 
 
prep@starofthesea.ca 
 

Youth & Families: 
 
Tim Mok 

tmok@starofthesea.ca 
 

Music: 
 
Trudi Stammer (ext. 222) 

 tstammer@shaw.ca 
 

Facilities: 
 
Tom Cremer (ext. 274) 

tomc@starofthesea.ca 

Dear Parishioners,                                 First Sunday of Advent ~ November 27, 2022 

The First Sunday of Advent signals a new Liturgical year.  We begin a new 
cycle of readings and reflections concerning “the whole mystery of Christ, not 
only his Incarnation and Birth until His Ascension, but also as reflected in the 
day of Pentecost, the expectation of a blessed, hoped-for return of the 
Lord” (Constitution of the Sacred Liturgy, #102). 

The next four weeks are filled with anticipation, and we are called to wait in 
the proper way.  What are we anticipating?  For many, the answer could be a 
party, a year-end bonus, gifts under the Christmas tree, the return of a loved 
one.  And all these may be good things.  However, all these good things are 
passing and soon, we are looking towards the next event, gift, raise, moment.  
Sometimes, all these good things distract us or obscure the true reason—we 
are preparing ourselves for the best news ever proclaimed:  today is born to 
us a Saviour, Christ the Lord!  The next four weeks are about preparing a 
place in our hearts for the one who will prepare a place for us with the Father. 

How do we prepare ourselves worthily for the birth of Jesus?  I wish to 
advocate for a healthy advent spirituality.  Advent is a call for us to persevere 
in centering our lives in Jesus.  We should continue each day to Love and live 
in the presence of God.  We should strive to surrender ourselves into the 
hands of God in total freedom and Love.  Advent calls us to persevere in our 
life of prayer and discipleship.  Advent is a time when we intensify our 
consciousness of God’s grace and presence in our lives. 

The Season of Advent is a story of God’s unbounded love for us.  The challenge 
of Advent is to continue to live in, believe in and hope in that love.  This is not 
easy—the forces of darkness are strong.  The world seeks to fill us up with 
idols in place of the Loving God.  Let us pray that the grace of this season will 
help us to persevere until we see God as He is. 

Here are some important dates and events in our parish to help us ‘wait well’ 
so that bit by bit place Him at the center of our busy lives:  * 

December 2 7pm-9pm    Advent Retreat by Fr. Tony Ricard ~ a very 
dynamic preacher and story teller.  Don’t miss this opportunity to spiritually 
prepare for Christmas! 

December 3, 10, 17 10am-11:30am   Advent Antiphons:  Come and join the 
kids and youth of our parish in a festival of Songs and Christmas carols in 
preparation for Christmas.  

December 8   9am  Mass ~ Solemnity of Immaculate Conception 

December 10 9:30am-11:30am  Ushers & Greeters Morning of Recollection 

December 12 7pm  Feast of our Lady of Guadalupe, Patroness of the 
Americas.  We shall have a visiting mariachi band, flower offering to Our Lady 
and delicious Mexican food after Mass. 

December  14—23  7pm   Simbang Gabi—Advent Novena in preparation for 
Christmas.  

December 17 9:30am-11:30am  Extra Ordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion  &  Sacristans Morning of Recollection 

December 21 7pm   Advent Penitential Service for Star of the Sea Parish 

* See inside bulletin for more information about these events 
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Good Shepherd Church 

CLICK HERE TO 
WATCH 
A 3-MINUTE 
PROMOTIONAL 
VIDEO OF  
FR. TONY RICARD 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1r7_2Up76EsHTvaGWxscpNB8k3ALfcRKJ/view?usp=drive_web


Adoration Chapel OPEN 

Every Day, 9AM-9PM 
 
 
“Cast all your cares on Him because 
He cares for you.”  1 Peter 5:7 
 
Grant me conviction in my faith in 
you, Jesus!  Remind me of your 
goodness, in times of distress and 
trials.  Root me close to you in the 
Blessed Sacrament; I have no other 
place to go.  For in you alone do I 
find peace and joy, for you are my 
Lord my God, my All! 
 
Hours in need of a weekly Adorer: 
Sunday, 3:00pm-4:00pm 
Sunday, 5:00pm-6:00pm 
Monday, 12:00pm-1:00pm 
Monday, 1:00pm-2:00pm 
Monday, 5:00pm-6:00pm 
Tuesday, 6:00pm-7:00pm 
Wednesday, 12:00pm-1:00pm 
Wednesday, 5:00pm-6:00pm 
Thursday, 12:00pm-1:00pm 
Friday, 12:00pm-1:00pm 
Saturday, 1:00pm-2:00pm 
Saturday, 4:00pm-5:00pm 
 
Hours in need of a Substitute: 
Mon., Dec. 5, 12, 19 – 1:00-2:00pm 
Wed., Dec. 7, 14, 21 – 12-1:00pm 
 
For more information or to 
schedule a Holy Hour of adoration 
please call: 
Donna Sali  604 542 3070  

 

 
Saturday, Dec. 24  Christmas Eve 

Star of the Sea        4PM 

Good Shepherd     5PM, 7PM, 10PM 

  
Sunday, Dec. 25  Christmas 

Star of the Sea       10:30AM 

Good Shepherd     9AM, 11AM, 7PM 

  
Saturday, Dec. 31  New Year’s Eve 

Star of the Sea        4PM 

Good Shepherd     5PM 

  
Sunday, Jan. 1        New Year’s Day 

Star of the Sea        10:30am 

Good Shepherd      9AM, 11AM, 7PM  

Advent Penitential Services 

     Monday, Dec 19           7PM  OLGC 

     Monday, Dec 19           7PM  Precious Blood 

     Tuesday, Dec 20           7:30PM  St. Matthew 

     Wednesday, Dec 21    7PM  Good Shepherd Church 

     Thursday, Dec 22          7PM  St. Bernadette 

     Thursday, Dec 22          7PM  IC Delta 

“Breath of Heaven” 

Stella Maris Concert Choir’s  
final concert will be on 

Sunday, December 18   3:00pm 

at Good Shepherd Church 

Tickets available at the Parish Office.  $10 adult/senior/singles 16 yrs & older 
                                                                    $25 family (2 adults + any number of children under 16 yrs) 
 
Cash or cheque please (made payable to “Stella Maris Choir”) Tickets will be also available at the door on Dec 18.  

First Sunday of Advent—November 27, 2022 



Prepare for Advent by Meditating on the Three 

“Comings” of Christ  www.wordonfire.org 

 

Many years ago, in the context of a high school 
religion class, a very wise Benedictine nun gave 
me a template for understanding Advent that I’ve 
never forgotten. It is simply that Advent calls to 
mind three “comings” of Christ: the first in history, 
the second now, and the third at the end of time. 
Meditating upon each of these is a helpful 
preparation for the holy season upon which we are 
embarking. 

Let us first look back. Fulton Sheen said that Jesus 
is the only religious founder whose coming was 
clearly predicted. And indeed we can find 
throughout the Old Testament indications and 
anticipations of the arrival of the Messiah. How 

often the New Testament 
authors use the language of 
fulfillment and insist that 
the events around Jesus 
occurred “kata tas 
graphas” (according to the 
Scriptures). They 
appreciated Jesus, this 
particular figure from two 
thousand years ago, as the 
one who brought to full 
expression all of the 
institutions of Israel. His 
rising from the dead 
demonstrated that he is the 
New Temple, the New 
Covenant, the definitive 
prophet, the Law or Torah in 
person. Furthermore, they 
understood that Jesus had 
brought all of history, in a 
very real sense, to its climax. 
The turning point of the 
human story is not, 
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Reading 1:  2 Samuel 5:1–3 
Psalm:  Psalm 122:1–5 
Reading 2:  Colossians 1:12–20 
Gospel:  Luke 23:35–43  

figure or we construe him simply as an inspiring 
religious teacher, we miss this crucially important 
truth. Every single New Testament author 
witnesses to the fact that something happened in 
connection with Jesus, indeed something so 
dramatic that all of time should be understood as 
falling either before him or after him. And so, 
during Advent, we look back with deep interest 
and spiritual attention to that first coming. 

Christ came in time, long ago, but we must attend 
to the second dimension of Advent—namely, his 
coming to us in the here and now. We might 
think of that famous painting of Jesus knocking at 
the door. This is the Christ who presents himself 
every day, seeking entry into our hearts and minds. 
In his first coming, he appeared in the context of 
Israel. In this present-day Adventus, he appears 
through the sacraments of the Church, through 
good preaching, through the witness of the 
saints, through the Eucharist especially, and 
through the poor who cry out to be cared for. 

We recall his words, 
“Whatsoever you do to the least 
of my people, you do to me.” 
Now just as many rejected him 
when he came in history long 
ago, so, sadly enough, many 
reject him today. Can we see 
that the most important 
decision we will ever make—
more important than 
decisions regarding job, 
family, livelihood, etc.—is 
whether we allow Christ to 
become the Lord of our lives? 
During the season of Advent, 
we are meant to stop and pay 
close attention. How is Jesus 
coming to us and how, 
precisely, are we dealing with 
his arrival? 

And finally, Advent calls to mind 
Christ’s definitive coming at the 
end of time. One of the peculiar 

“We proclaim your Death, O Lord, 

and profess your Resurrection, 

until you come again.”  This is the 

how the Church speaks during the 

‘in-between’ times. Though we are 

beset on all sides by failure, pain, 

sin, sickness, and the fear of 

death, we live in joyful hope, for 

we know that history is going 

somewhere, that God has won the 

decisive battle and will win the 

war.  

 

Therefore, this Advent, look back; 

look around; and look forward. 

With each glance, you will see the 

Christ who comes. 

marks of Christianity is the belief that time is 
going somewhere. It is not just “one damn thing 
after another,” as the cynical adage famously has 
it, nor simply an endless cycle, nor the “eternal 
return of the same.” Rather, time has a direction, 

therefore, the emergence of modernity, not the 
revolutions of the eighteenth century, but rather 
the dying and rising of Jesus, the Messiah of 
Israel. If we turn Jesus into a mythic or legendary 

https://www.wordonfire.org/articles/barron/three-comings-of-christ-prepare-us-for-advent/?queryID=25947a442e739db7491223dfdc9da06a
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https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=2eda1a771b&e=8a3f9ffa76
https://stpaulcenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2105b9ae357c6e5425a6abcf9&id=ed4f459d1b&e=8a3f9ffa76


...reflection continued from previous page 

moving toward its consummation, 
when God will be all in all. The 
Church identifies this final 
culmination as the “second coming” 
of Jesus, and the Gospels speak of it 
often. Here is just one example from 
the Gospel of Luke: “Jesus said to 
his disciples: ‘There will be signs in 
the sun, the moon, and the stars, 
and on earth nations will be in 
dismay. . . . People will die of fright 
in anticipation of what is coming 
upon the world. . . . And then they 
will see the Son of Man coming in a 

cloud with power and great glory.’” What this 
remarkable language conveys is the conviction that, 
at the close of the age, the old order will give way 
and God will renew the great structuring patterns of 
reality. At this second coming of Christ, all of the 
seeds that had been planted throughout nature and 
history will bear fruit, all of the latent potentialities 
of the cosmos will be actualized, and God’s justice 
will cover the earth as the waters cover the sea.  

The Church’s belief—and it governs the whole of its 
life—is that we are living in the in-between times; 
that is to say, in between the culmination of history 
in the cross and Resurrection and the definitive 
fulfillment of history in the second coming of Jesus. 
In a sense, the war against sin and death has been 
won, and yet mop-up operations continue. The 
Church lives in that middle zone where the final 
stage of the battle is still being fought. Pay attention, 
especially during the Advent season, to our daily 
Gospels at Mass. I think you’ll be surprised how 
often they reference the second Advent of Jesus at 
the end of time. I might offer just two well-known 
examples: “We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and 
profess your Resurrection, until you come again,” 
and “As we await the blessed hope and the coming of 
our Savior, Jesus Christ.” This is the how the Church 
speaks during the in-between times. Though we are 
beset on all sides by failure, pain, sin, sickness, and 
the fear of death, we live in joyful hope, for we know 
that history is going somewhere, that God has won 
the decisive battle and will win the war.  

Therefore, this Advent, look back; look around; and 
look forward. With each glance, you will see the 
Christ who comes. 

Please pray for    

Dirk & Diana Post, 

Jane Gaffney, Sidney Cote, Shannon Rigby, 

Nicole Larouche, Nancy Cecilia Lewis,  

David Strank, Reginald Strank, Daniel Lewis, 

David Lewis, Brian Lewis, Evan Lewis, 

Martina Lewis, Terrence Lewis, 

Annabelle Baulcomb, Rolf May, Doreen Armbrust,  

Carole Carlson, Joyce Graham, Danilo Sonido, 

Susie Clark, Danny Laggui, Maureen McLaren, 

Chanelle Lim &  Patrick Woo, Loren Houldson,  

Byrne Turner, Rory & Kelly Usselman & baby David 

Wayne, Rosa Maria Stoeber, Trudy Bishop, 

Lori Moran, Kathryn Waldie,  Dolores Alvarado, 

Orlando Alvarado Jr., Patricia Inglin, Isaura Ponte, 

Andrew Zwierzchlewski, Lorne McLean, 

Gail Lecuyer, Murray Carpenter, Vanessa York, 

Beverly Kilpatrick, Julia Nadon, 

Gerri Straus Moser, Michael Scott Lucarz, 

Evdokia Slijouk,  Patricia Dobbyn,  Joe Nadelko, 

Magdalena Coombs, Anna Schott, Helen Ferrier. 

Understanding our Catholic Faith 

about PURGATORY 

2-session Workshop  
Monday, Nov 28 and Monday, Dec 5 

7:00PM in Good Shepherd Church Meeting Rm 
(each session is approx. 45 mins with ½ hr  break) 

Topics include: 
• WHAT IS PURGATORY? 
• CAN ALL THIS BE TRUE? 
• HOW LONG DO SOULS REMAIN IN PURGATORY? 
• WHY PRAY FOR THE POOR SOULS? 
• HOW WE CAN HELP THE HOLY SOULS 
• WHAT THE HOLY SOULS DO FOR THOSE WHO 

HELP THEM  
 
For more information, contact John Riley 
(workshop presenter) jkriley@shaw.ca 
778-955-7447 

First Sunday of Advent—November 27, 2022 
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Sunday Missal 
Available Now 

(November 27, 2022— 
November 26 2023) 

$4.00 each available at both 
Star of the Sea Church and 
Good Shepherd Church. 

Limited Supply.  Pick 
yours up now! 

 

Jesse Tree Outreach will again be 
part of our Parish Advent activity.  
Starting this weekend, there is a Jesse tree 
set up at both Good Shepherd Church and 
Star of the Sea Church.  Please pick an 
‘ornament’ from the tree; each ‘ornament’ 
is labeled with a store name for a gift card.     
Gift cards can be of any denomination and 
be from a variety of stores, such as: 
 Safeway 
 Save-On-Foods 
 Walmart 
 Superstore 
 Tim Hortons 
 Shoppers Drug Mart 
 Gas station gift cards 
 McDonalds/Subway    etc…. 
 
We ask that you please write the amount 
on the gift card on the card itself and drop 
off your donation to the Parish Office or in 
the Sunday Collection Basket. 
 
Thank you for your generosity and for 
reaching out to someone in need this 
Christmas! 

                CWL Christmas 
                Potluck Dinner 
                is on Saturday, 
                    December 10, 11am
-2pm at Star of the Sea Hall.  It 
is open to ALL ladies of the 
parish.  Please sign up for the 
potluck before Dec. 2nd by 
stopping at the Parish Office or 
emailing parish@starofthesea.ca 

with your name and phone 
number.   
 

CWL Christmas 
Centerpiece Fundraiser 
 
Final order 
is this Monday, 
Nov 28th 
Contact Rycarda 
778-840-1942 
Pick up December 8th 

            The Tradition of 
                the Jesse Tree 
 
                The Jesse tree 

                    represents Jesus' 

                      family tree.  The 

      name is taken from 

      Isaiah 11:1: A shoot  
shall come out from the 
stump of Jesse, and a 
branch shall grow out of his 
roots - Jesus is referred to 

as a shoot coming up from 

the stump of Jesse, the 

father of King David.  We 

adorn a Jesse tree with 

illustrated ornaments that 

represent the people, 

prophesies, and events 

leading up to the birth of 

Jesus. The ornaments of the 

Jesse tree tell the story of 

God in the Old Testament, 

connecting the Advent 

season with the faithfulness 

of God across 4,000 years 

of history. 

 

Next Flea Market is on Saturday, December 3     8AM — 1PM  
at Star of the Sea Hall, 15262 Pacific Ave, WRock 
Contact Shaune 778-878-4685  fleamarket@starofthesea.ca 
for more info about the Flea Market 

              The Knights of Columbus here in White Rock are celebrating their  

              11th year anniversary of the “Keep Christ 
                    in Christmas” campaign. 
 
Next weekend (December 3 & 4), after Mass, we 
invite you to stop by our table displaying buttons, 
decals and wrist bands. 
 
The purpose of this campaign “Keep Christ in Christmas” 
is the fact that we are all living very busy lives and at these times we can 
easily lose the message of our Lord’s Birth of Peace and Good Will.  
Wearing the buttons, decals or wrist bands helps to remind us not to be 
distracted by materialism and to focus on the reason for the season!  
Christmas is a time of true Incarnation, when we reflect on that moment 
when God dwelt among us. 
 
If you miss us after Mass next weekend, buttons, 
decals and wrist bands will also be available at the Parish Office from now 
until Christmas. 

St. Thérèse 
Widows Group 

 
Come join us this 

Monday, November 28 
9:30am in the Fireside Room 

at Good Shepherd Church 
Hope to see you there! 

 
For information call: 
Marlene Johnston 604 538 5899 
Mimi Bower 604 535 6288 
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to the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus  

 
Friday, December 2 

(First Friday of each month) 

9AM Holy Mass followed by 

Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament and Benediction 

 
6:30PM Holy Mass 

B o ok  C hat  
 

What have you been 
reading? We want to know! 

 
Join us on WEDNESDAY 

December 7 
7:00pm—8:00pm  

at Good Shepherd Church 
 

NEXT BOOK CHAT: 
November 2nd 

 
Come to share, or just come to 

listen and meet others who 
love to deepen their faith 

through reading. 
 

EVERYONE WELCOME! 
Feel free to bring a friend. 

 
 

L I B R A R Y  V O L U N T E E R S  
needed to help with updating/
cataloging books in our Library.  

No experience needed.  Training 
provided. 

 
email: 

library@starofthesea.ca 

Join us in honouring Our Blessed Mother 

Mass on Monday, December 12th, 7:00pm 

Refreshments after Mass. 

Music with 

Mariachis 

Bring flowers to 

Mother Mary. 
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Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Patroness of the Americas 
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Simbang Gabi 
On December 15—23 at 7PM (except Dec. 21 at 6PM) in Good 

Shepherd Church, the Parish will be celebrating Simbang Gabi, 

the 9-day novena of Masses to honour the Blessed Virgin Mary 

in anticipation of the celebration of Christmas. A Filipino Christmas tradition since the 17
th
 Century, it will 

be celebrated in our parish for the first time.  

 

We are inviting Filipinos to be involved in the Masses as lectors, Communion ministers, altar servers, 

singers and musicians, ushers, and greeters.  

 

Snacks and refreshments will also be available after the Masses. We invite individual parishioners and 

parish groups to sign up to contribute snacks and refreshments to one or more of the evenings. 

 

Call or email the Parish Office 604-531-5739  parish@starofthesea.ca to sign up for the Liturgical Ministry 

positions and for snacks and refreshments. 
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We are grateful to all our advertisers who help offset the cost of printing our bulletin. 

Please thank them by supporting their business. 


